ARUNDEL COOKE AND JOHN WOODBURNE
counsellor in the case of the lady dying before her husband.
It was not long after Mr Crisp had made his will before he
recovered his health in some degree; but he continued an
infirm man, though he lived a number of years. This partial
recovery gave great uneasiness to Cooke, who, wishing to
possess the estate, was anxious for the death of his brother-
in-law, though, as he had art enough to conceal his senti-
ments, they appeared to live on tolerable terms. However
he at length grew so impatient that he could not come into
possession by the death of Mr Crisp that he resolved to
remove him by murder, and for that purpose engaged
John Woodburne, a labouring man, who had six children,
to assist him in the execution of his diabolical plan ; for
which piece of service he promised to give him a hundred
pounds. The man was unwilling to be concerned in this
execrable business; but, reflecting on his poverty, the
largeness of his family tempted him to comply. On this it
was agreed the murder should be perpetrated on Christmas
evening; and as Mr Crisp was to dine with Cooke on that
day, and the churchyard lay between one house and the
other, Woodburne was to wait, concealed behind one of the
tombstones, till Cooke gave him the signal of attack, which
was to be a loud whistle. Crisp came to his appointment,
and dined and drank tea with his brother-in-law; but de-
clining to stay to supper he left the house about nine o'clock,
and was almost immediately followed into the churchyard
by Cooke, who gave the agreed signal. Woodburne quitted
his place of retreat, knocked down the unhappy man, and
cut and maimed him in a terrible manner, in which he was
abetted by the counsellor.
Imagining they had dispatched him, Mr Cooke rewarded
Woodburne with a few shillings and instantly went home;
but he had not arrived more than a quarter of an hour before
Mr Crisp knocked at the door, and entered, covered with
wounds, and almost dead through loss of blood. He was
unable to speak, but by his looks seemed to accuse Cooke
with the intended murder, and was then put to bed and his
wounds dressed by a surgeon. At the end of about a week he
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